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SHALL  WE  BELIEVE  IN  MORMON? 

BT 

O.  W.  WAN  PELL, 


“ Beloved,  believe  rot  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits  whother  they  are  of  God ; because 
many  false  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the  world."  1st.  Johii,  iv.  v. 


“Shall  we  believe  in  Mormon,”  is  the  title  of  a tract  lately  published 
by  some  person  who  was  apparently  ashamed  to  sign  his  name  to  it, 
after  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  write  it ; and  from  the  apparent  ease 
and  familiarity  with  which  he  signs  a fictitious. name  to  his  tract,  we 
are  left  to  infer  that  his  whole  argument  (if  such  it  can  be  called)  is  the 
production  of  a mind  familiar  with  sophistry  and  deception. 

Viewing  it  in  that  light,  we  should  not  have  noticed  it,  but  for  the 
two  following  reasons,  namely : — first,  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  a certain  minister,  who,  of  course,  occupies  a respectable  position 
in  society ; and  an  argument  against  us,  emanating  from  so  mllucntiul 
a source,  must  necessarily  be  noticed:  and,  secondly,  it  affords  us  a good 
pretext  for  publishing  a controversial  Tract,  defensive  and  explanatory 
of  the  most  important  points  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  : 
a tract  that  is  greatly  needed  at  the  present  time;  for  many  in  this  city 
are  inquiring  into  “this  strange  doctrine;”.' and  until  our  books  (which 
we  have  ordered  from  Liverpool)  arrive,  we  have  no  way  of  supplying 
the  demand,  but  this. 

The  reverend  gentleman’s  “inquiry”  resolves  itself  into  four  “rea- 
sons” for  his  “rejection  of,  and  utter  disbelief  in”  the  gospel  as  preached 
by  the  Latter-day  Saints ; which  reasons  or  objections  are  as  follows. 

Objection  1.— In  the  writings  of  the  Mormonite  Teachers  themselves,  (says  he,)  it  is 
declared  that  the  Gospel  published  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  New 
Testament.  If  this  bo  so,  then  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  unnecessary  so  far  as  making 
known  the  Gospel  is  concerned. 

Answer. — Of  course  the  gospel  as  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 
is  the  same  as  that  recorded  in  the  New  Testament;  if  it  was  otherwise, 
it  could  not  be  of  God;  for  Paul  says,  “Though  we,  or  an  angel  from 
heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you  than  that  we  have  preached, 
let  him  bo  accursed,”  (Gal.  i.  8.)  Yet  Paul  did  not  learn  the  gospel 
from  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  or  John;  for  he  declares  (Verse  12),  “he 
neither  received  it  of  man,  nor  was  he  taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation 
of  Jesus  Christ.”  What  is  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ? — It  is  a 
living  principle — It  is  the  “power  of  God  unto  salvation”— It  is  a 


Spiritual  Epistle  that  the  eye  of  the  soul  alone  can  read— that  the  heart 
alone  can  feel.  A history  and  a description  of  what  the  gospel  was, 
or  is,  or  is  to  be,  may  be  written  in  a book  ; but  the  gospel  itself  can 
only  be  written  upon  the  tablet  of  the  heart.  The  reader  may  then 
inquire,  If  the  books  of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John  arc  not  the 
■ gospel  ? I reply,  That  those  four  books  contain  a history  of  Christ, 
and  a description  of  the  gospel  as  He  preached  it.  Mark  says,  That 
the  beginning  of  that  dispensation  of  the  gospel  was  when  John  began 
to  preach  repentance,  and  to  baptize  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Mark  i.  1-5.).  The  Book  of  Mark  was  not  written  until  many  years 
afterwards.  The  title  of  “The  Gospel  according  to  Saint  Mark,” 
which  we  find  at  the  beginning  of  his  book,  was  not  put  there  by  him, 
but  by  the  copyists  or  printers.  This  remark  is  true  of  the  other  three 
Evangelists  also.  Matthew’s  title  to  his  book  is,  “The  Book  of  the 
Generations  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  son  of  David,  the  Son  of  Abraham. 
(Matt.  i.  1.).  Luke  calls  his  book,  a “Treatise,”  or  written  discourse, 
or  narration,  (Acts,  i.  1.)  and  “A  Declaration  of  those  things  which 
arc  most  surely  believed  among  us.  (Luke  i.  1.)  John  wrote  his  book 
against  two  wide-spreading  evils,  the  first  of  which  was  the  Corinthian 
heresy  and  other  forms  of  Gnosticism,  which  at  that  time  was  becoming 
very  popular  among  Christians;  which  was, “That  the  Word,”  which  is 
Christ,  “had  not  been  made  flesh,  only  apparently — “That  lie  was  not 
really  crucified— that  he  did  not  really  shed  his  blood — that  he  dwelt 
invisibly  in  the  man  Jesus,  and  that  the  man  Jesus  was  not  the  Son 
of  God,”  and,  in  fine,  that  He  was,  as  modern  orthodoxy  has  it,  a being, 
“without  body  or  parts” — or,  in  other  words,  that  he  was  sheer  MIND. 
See  A.  Clark's  preface  to  John’s  Book  ; also  Moshicm’s  Eccle.  Hist., 
cent.  1. ; part  II ; par.  V.  The  second  evil  was  Judaism  ; which  held, 
“That  the  strict  observance  of  the  Law  of  Moses  was  essentially  ncees-  , 
sary  for  justification.”  Now  John’s  object  in  writing  his  book  was  to 
refute  those  false  notions,  and  that  the  saints  might  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  had  come  in  the  flesh,”  and  that  “ he  was  the  Son  of  God,”  and 
that  believing  they  might  have  life  through  his  name.  Hence  we  find 
that  the  four  Evangelists  wrote  a faithful  testimony  of  the  gospel ; and 
that  their  books  are  not  the  gospel  itself,  but  are  a tostimony  of  it. 
Now  if  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  unnecessary,  because  it  bears  the  same 
testimony  of  Christ  that  the  Book  of  Matthew  does,  then  Mark,  Luke, 
and  John  are  unnecessary  for  the  same  reason,  for  they  also  bear  the 
same  testimony  of  him.  If  the  books  of  Mark,  Luke,  and  John  are 
necessary  because  they  state  some  important  items  omitted  in  the  Book 
of  Matthew;  then  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  necessary  for  the  same  reason- 
for  it  testifies  of  the  appearing  of  Christ  on  the  continent  of  America’ 
after  his  resurrection;  and  his  teaching  and  administrations  to  the 
ancient  Nepliites  are  therein  recorded.  It  also  contains  many  predictions 
that  are  highly  necessary  to  be  understood  in  this  generation. 

For  the  New  Toslamenl,  says  Mr.  C„  for  so  wo  shall  call  Disciputus,  it  has  long  been 
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let  us  consider  for  a moment  how  Christendom  understands  the  New 
Testament.  Christendom  is  divided  into  sections  called  Churches ; the 
most  important  of  which  is  the  Roman  Catholic.  The  church  of  Rome 
understands  the  New  Testament  to  teach  the  doctrines  of  “Apostolical 
Succession,”  of  “Penance,”  of  “Transubstantiation,”  of  “ Purgatory.” 
of  “ Intercession  of  Saints,”  &c.,  &c.  All  of  which  doctrines  all  the 
dissenting  churches  repudiate  as  most  abominable.  The  church  of 
England  is  no  exception  to  this  rule,  for  although  she  contends  for  a 
sort  of  apostolical  succession,  yet  she  regards  the  Romish  priesthood 
as  the  priesthood  of  hell,  and  her  doctrines  the  doctrines  of  devils. 
Again:  we  find  the  dissenting  churches  divided  into  two  great 
parties ; one  of  which  is  called  Calvinists,  and  the  other  Armini'ans  : 
the  former  understands  the  New  Testament  to  teach,  that  before  the 
earth  was  created,  “God  fore-ordained  and  predestinated  all  things 
whatsoever  comcth  to  pass,”  while  the  latter  understand  the  New  Tes- 
tament to  teach  no  such  thing.  We  might  pursue  this  matter  further, 
did  our  space  allow  us,  and  show  that  the  divisions  and  differences  of 
modern  Christendom  are  almost  endless ; differences,  too,  that  involve 
the  most  essential  parts  of  the  gospel  of  Christ ; which  forces  us  to  the 
conclusion  that  without  modern  inspiration  the  New  Testament  is  alto- 
gether misunderstood.  “The  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man  but  the 
Spirit  of  God,  (lstCor.ii.il.)  Had  Mr.  C.  said  that  Christendom 
possessed  the  New  Testament  only  to  read  and  misunderstand  it,  lie 
would  have  been  nearer  the  truth. 

Objection  2.— In  the  writings  of  the  Mormonite  Teachers.  (Says  Mr.  C.,)  I find  doctrines, 
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particulars  be  advanced  in  proof.  1st.— It  is  declared  in  the  Mor 
churches  of.  Christ,  from  the  time  of  the  Apostle’s  death  or  shortly 
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npostacy  and  condemnation,  and  that  all  who  do  not  join  the  ranks  of  Mormon  arc  in  "the 
like  condition.  Now  in  this  I see  a strong  similarity  to  the  uncharitable  Church  of  Home, 
which  anathematizes  and  pronounces  lost,  all  who  are  not  within  her  pale.  I sec  a direct 
departure  from  the  spirit  of  Paul  who  said,  "Grace  be  with  ell  them  that  love  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity.”  And  I sec  a contradiction  of  those  words  of  our  blessed  Lord 
Himself,  “He  thatheareth  my  word,  atid  believethon  him  that  sent  me,  have  everlasting 
life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation,  but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life.”  2ndly.— 
It  is  declared  in  the  Mormon  Tracts  that  none  have  ever  entered  or  can  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God  except  he  be  immersed  in  water,  as,  they  say,  Christ  hath  ordained.  And 
in  effect  they  assert,  that  when  the  dying  thief,  who  certainly  was  never  baptized,  was  told 
by  Christ  upon  the  cross,  that  that  day  he  would  bo  with  Him  in  Paradise,  it  was  but  a 
declaration  to  the  poor  penitent  malefactor  that  that  day  his  soul  should  go  down  to 
prison  after  death.  Now  in  these  assertions  I see  falsehood  and  blasphemy.  Falsehood 
appears  in  the  Hist  statement,  for  if  nolle  have  ever  entered  the  kingdom  of  God,  without 
water  baptism,  then  Christ  spake  not  the  truth  when  He  declared  that  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacob  should  bo  seen  there.  Sec  Luke  13,  28.  Then  all  the  ancient  saints  have 
perished;  then  all  who  have  repented  nt  their  later  moments,  and  those  who  through  many  cir- 
cumstances may  have  been  unable  to  receive  baptism  have  perished.  Joseph  Smith!  if  these 
be  thy  sentiments,  thy  doctrines,  thou  or  Paul  art  a liar:  for  when  the  question  was  pul  to 
him-what  must  I do  to  be  saved  ? ho  answered  not  “lie  baptized,”  but  "Believe  on  the 
• ’ n the  Mormonite 
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Answer  to  First  Particular.— -I  confess  that  Mr.  C.  is  the  first  Protes- 
tant minister  that  I ever  knew  to  take,  so  bold  a stand  in  defence  of 


the  Roman  church.  It  is  true,  lie  introduces  a saving  clause  by  trying  to 
throw  the  odium  of  exclusiveness  upon  the  Latter-day  Saints,  hut  it 
cannot  save  him  from  the  absolute  contempt  of  every  real  Protestant  in 
Australia.  All  the  reformers  from  Wickliffe  to  Huss  and  Jerome  of 
Prague — from  them  to  Luther,  Calvin,  Zuingle,  Cranmer,  and  Knox, 
and  from  them  to  John  Wesley,  all  bore  the  same  testimony  that  the 
Latter-day  Saints  do,  viz.,  “That  shortly  after  the  Apostles’  death, 
Christianity  became  most  thoroughly  corrupted,  and  was  finally  reduced 
to  a state  of  the  vilest  apostacy.”  To  illustrate  this  fact,  1 will  intro- 
duce the  opinion  of  the  last-named  reformer,  (for  I consider  him  a 
reformer,)  John  Wesley.  He  says,  in  his  94th  sermon,  2nd  par.,  “It 
does  not  appear  that  these  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were 
common  in  the  church  for  more  than  two  or  three  centuries.  We  sel- 
dom hear  of  them  after  that  fatal  period  when  the  Emperor  Constantine 
called  himself  a Christian ; and  from  a vain  imagination  of  promoting 
the  Christian  cause  thereby,  heaped  riches,  and  power,  and  honor,  upon 
the  Christians  in  general ; but,  in  particular,  upon  the  Christian  clergy. 
From  this  time  they  almost  totally  ceased ; very  few  instances  of  the 
kind  were  found.  The  cause  of  this  was  not,  ( as  has  been  vulgarly 
supposed,)  ‘because  there  was  no  more  occasion  for  them,’  because  all 
the  world  had  become  Christians.  This  is  a miserable  mistake  : not  a 
twentieth  part  of  it  was  then  nominally  Christians.  The  real  cause  was, 
‘the  love  of  many,’  almost  of  all  Christians,  so  called,  was  ‘waxed  cold.’ 
The  Christians  had  no  more  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  than  the  other 
Heathens.  The  Son  of  Man,  when  he  came  to  examine  his  church, 
could  hardly  find  faith  upon  the  earth.”  This  was  the  real  cause,  why 
the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were  no  longer  to  be  found 
in  the  Christian  church ; because  the  Christians  had  turned  hea- 
thens AGAIN,  AND  HAD  ONLY  A DEAD  FORM  LEFT.”  And  that  there 
had  not  been  a thorough  resuscitation— a real  re-organization  of  the 
church  of  Christ — a genuine  endowment  of  the  ‘Spirit  of  Truth’ — a 
re-opening  of  the  heavens,  and  a re-establishment  of  a celestial  inter- 
course between  the  church  and  her  God,  previous  to  the  19th  century, 
is  a truth  that  the  present  corrupt  and  distracted  state  of  Christendom 
proves  beyond  a doubt.  That  the  reformers  did  reject  many  (but  not 
all)  of  the  errors  of  Rome — that  their  zeal  was  most  commendable — 
their  piety  undoubted,  are  facts  that  the  Latter-day  Saints  do  not  ques- 
tion ; but,  with  all  their  attainments,  they  did  not  attain  to  the 
Apostleship — to  inspiration — or  to  direct  revelation  from  God  ; all  three 
of  which  were  necessary  to  have  enabled  them  to  re-restablish  the 
church  (not  churches). of  Christ  upon  the  rock  of  eternal  Truth,  and 
to  successfully  guard  her  from  the  corrupting  influences  of  human 
opinions,  however  learned,  and  the  fatal  introduction  of  uninspired 
creeds,  however  sincerely  made  and  believed  in.  When  God  established 
his  church  in  the  beginning,  he  did  it  by  giving  revelations  : when  he 
re-organised  it  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  he  did  it  by  giving  revelations, 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  impossible  to  have  done  it  without.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  for  how  could  the  people  of 


Gail  be  led  up  out  of  Egypt  ami  established  in  the  promised  land  with- 
out new  revelations?  The  New  Testament  dispensation  was  also 
established  by  new  revelations,  the  first  of  which  was  brought  from 
heaven  by  an  holy  angel:  (see  Luke  i.  19.)  and  the  present  dispensa- 
tion of  the  fulness  of  times,  which  is  emphatically  a gathering  dispensa- 
tion, (see  Eph.  i.  10.)  was  also  commenced  by  the  ministering  of  an 
holy  angel,  (see  Rev.  xiv.  6.)  and  is  to  be  carried  on  by  new  revelations, 
(see  Ezekiel  xxjlo.)  God  has  even  promised  to  plead  with  us  face 
to  face  like  hewtd  to  the  ancient  saints : lie  will  also  reveal  unto  his 
people  the  abundance  of  peace  and  truth  (Jer.  xxxm,  6;)  and  his 
law  shall  go  forth  out  of  Zion,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem 
(Isaiah  n.  2-4.) : and,  in  line,  the  Scriptures  bear  abundant  testimony 
that  in  the  latter  days  God  will  give  an  abundance  of  new  revelation,  in 
order  to  give  the  world  a timely  warning  of  the  near  approach  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  to  point  out  a way  of  escape  from  the  many  and  great 
calamities  which  are  to  come  upon  the  earth  previous  to  that  glorious 
event ; and  also  to  prepare  a people  to  receive  him  at  his  coming : for, 
that  he  will  have  a people  prepared  to  meet  him  at  his  coming  is  evi- 
dent from  Rev.  xtx.  7,  8,  9. ; Matt.  xxv.  6. ; Rev.  xvm.  4. ; Psalm 
l.  5 ; and  many  other  scriptures ; and,  I inquire,  In  what  manner  do 
we  “contradict  the  Saviour,  or  depart  from  the  spirit  of  Paul,” 
whilst  raising  a warning  voice  among  the  nations,  or  by  preaching  the 
gospel  in  truth  and  simplicity  ? 

Answer  to  Second  Particular. — The  Saviour  said  (John  in.  5,) 
Verily,  (the  term  verily,  which  means,  in  truth , was  never  used  by  the 
Saviour,  except  when  stating  the  most  important  truths,)  verily,  I say 
unto  thee,  Except  a man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  I am  aware  that  Mr.  C.,  and  thousands 
of  others  with  him,  who  arc  so  wrapt  up  in  their  own  righteousness  that 
they  cannot  endure  the  truth,  will  exclaim  with  Nicodemus  (verse  9.) 
“How  can  these  things  be?”  But  can  their  skepticism  make  void  the 
words  of  Christ  ? No,  never ! Though  all  the  world  should  rise  up  in 
opposition  to  that  saying,  it  would  not  alter  it  in  the  least : it  is  as  a 
nail  driven  in  a sure  place — it  cannot  be  altered  or  explained  away — 
it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Redeemer,  and  he  who  opposes  it  opposes 
his  own  salvation : anil  the  fact,  that  the  various  sects  of  modern 
Christendom  get  so  angry  at  the  Latter-day  Saints  because  we  main- 
tain that  doctrine,  shows,  alas  too  truly ! in  what  an  anti-Christian 
state  they  arc.  Again : The  Saviour’s  last  words,  his  parting 
instructions,  his  last  solemn  charge  to  the  Apostles  was  (Mark  xvi. 
16-18.),  “He  that  bei.ieveth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,  but  he 
that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned;  And  these  signs  shall  follow  them 
that  believe,  &c.  This  is  plain  language;  there  is  no  getting  away 
from  it ; therefore,  Rev.  Sir,  you  had  better  lay  aside  your  man-made 
doctrines,  your  perversions  of  God’s  truth,  and  believe  with  all  your 
heart,  and  repent  of  your  sins,  and  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
for  the  remission  of  your  sins,  that  you  may  be  saved  in  the  kingdom 
of  God. 
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Mr.  (,.  endeavors  to  make  light  of  baptism  by  quoting  the  words  of 
Paul  to  the  jailer,  “Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be 
saved:  but  he  was  careful  not  to  quote  the  two  verses  following, 
which  says,  that  Paul  and  Silas  taught  him  and  all  his  house  the  word 
of  the  Lord  and  baptized  them  the  same  hoar  of  the  night , (see  Acts 
xvi.  31,  32,  33.)  Now  it  was  impossible  that  they  should  be  baptized, 
without  having  been  exhorted  to  receive  that  ordinance,  and  that 
was  a part  of  the  “word  of  the  Lord”  that  was  si*d<en  unto  them ; 
hence  it  is  evident  that  Paul  did  not  onlv  say  “Belicvf  &t\.”  but  also 
“Be  baptized.” 

Baptism  is  as  much  a condition  of  salvation  as  faith:  and  wherever 
faith  is  mentioned  hi  the  New  Testament,  as  a condition  of  salvation 
from  sin,  baptism  is  either  mentioned  or  implied  in  connection  with  it ; 
as  the  following  examples  plainly  prove.  In  the  3rd  chapter  of  John 
is  recorded  a conversation  held  between  Jesus  and  Nicodemus.  Now 
Nicodemus  was  not  a Christian,  but  came  to  inquire  how  lie  might 
become  one.  lie  already  believed,  for  he  said  (Verse  2.)  “ VVe  know 
that  thou  art  a Teacher  come  from  God.”  The  Saviour’s  reply  was 
(Verse  5.),  “Except  a man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit  lie  can- 
not enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God;”  and  adds  (verse  15.)  “That 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life  ;” 
also  verse  18,  “He  that  believeth  is  not  condemned,  &c.,”  and,  finally, 
John  adds  (verse 22.),  “Alter  these  things  came  Jesus  and  his  disci- 
ples into  the  land  of  Judea,”  and  there  he  tarried  with  them  and  bap- 
tized. Again,— see  Acts  vm.  12.,  “But  when  they  believed  Philip 
preaching  the  things  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God  and  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  they  were  baptized  both  men  and  women.” 

We  will  now  turn  to  the  1st  Epistle  of  John,  where  we  find  a favorite 
text  ol  modern  professors  of  religion,  who  are  trying  to  climb  up  some 
other  way  into  God’s  kingdom  than  the  one  he  pointed  out  to  Nicode- 
mus— who  are  too  self-righteous  to  lie  baptized  for  the  remission  of 
sms.  Chap.  V,  v 1st,  reads  thus  : “Whosoever  believeth  that  Jesus  is 
the  Christ  is  born  of  God  : and  every  one  that  loveth  him  that  begat, 
loveth  him  also  that  is  begotten  of  him.”  Now  if  there  is  no  other  con- 
dition here,  cither  expressed  or  implied,  then  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  of  the  vilest  characters  in  Christendom  are  born  of  God  ; for 
they  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  But  there  are  certain  other  con- 
ditions immediately  connected  with  this  faith  : for  proof  of  which,  see 
verse  3rd,  “lor  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his  command- 
ments.” Verses  5,  G,  7,  8,  “Who  is  he  that  overcomcth  the  world, 
but  lie  that  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  G.od?  This  is  he  that 
came  by  water”  (baptism)  “and  blood,  even  Jesus  Christ;  not  by 
water  only,  but  by  water  and  blood.  And  it  is  the  Spirit  that  beareth 
witness,  because  the  Spirit  is  truth.  For  there  are  three  that  bear 
record  in  heaven,  tjic  Father,  the  "Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost : and  these 
three  are  one.  And  there  are  three  that  bear  witness  in  earth,  the 
Spirit,  the  water,”  (baptism)  “and  the  blood  : and  these  three  agree  in 
one.’  The  above  needs  no  comment:  it  is  plain  that  John  connects  the 


baptism  both  of  water  and  Spirit  with  the  others  of  “God  s command- 
ments,” as  a necessary  qualification  to  enable  the  true  believer  to  be 
born  of  God. 

There  are  other  texts  that  might  be  quoted  to  sustain  this  truth,  did 
our  space  allow  us;  but  we  pass  them  by,  and  come  directly  to  the 
great  stronghold  of  those  who  wish  to  set  aside  the  essentiality  of  bap- 
tism. It  reads  thus : “Whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteousness  for  the  remission 
of  sins  that  are  past,  through  the  forbearance  of  God ; To  declare,  1 say, 
at  this  time,  his  righteousness : that  he  might  be  just,  and  the  justifier 
of  him  that  belicvcth  in  Jesus.  Where  is  boasting  then?  It  is 
excluded.  By  wlmt  law?  Of  works?  Nay.  But  by  the  law  ok 
faith.  Therefore  we  conclude  that  a man  is  justified  by  faith  without 
the  deeds  of  the  law.”  Romans  m.  25-28. 

The  misunderstanding  of  Paul’s  argument  in  this  epistle  has  given 
rise  to  a variety  of  conllicting  doctrines;  viz.,  Catholicism,  (seech,  i, 
v.  8, 11.)  Calvinism,  (ch.  vm.  29-33.)  Universalism,  (ch.  v.  18.)  &c., 
&e.  Now  all  these  opposite  doctrines  are  deduced  from  certain 
passages,  which  have  been  violently  detached  from  the  whole  argument, 
and  perverted  from  their  original  meaning.  The  first  eleven  chapters 
of  this  epistle  should  lie  read  together ; as  they  are  all  contained  in 
owe  argument,  which  is  addressed  to  certain  Jew  and  Gentile  Christians 
at  Rome,  reminding  them  that  they  had  already  been  justified  by  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ,  and  did  not  require  any  additional  justification  by  keep- 
ing the  law  of  Moses : for  it  is  evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
epistle,  that  the  Jewish  Christians  in  that  city,  were  endeavoring  to 
oblige  their  Gentile  brethren  to  be  circumcised  and  to  observe  the  law 
of  Moses,  after  they  had  believed  the  gospel : hence  Paul  does  not 
attempt  to  prove  the  fact  that  they  had  been  justified  by  faith  ; which 
thing  they  already  knew,  for  he  says  at  the  commencement  (see  eh.  i. 
8.),  “Your  faith  is  spoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world:”  hut  that 
they  were  justified  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law.  lie  did  not 
say,  that  they  had  received  the  remission  of  their  sins  through  faith 
alone  without  obedience  (chap.  hi.  25.),  “but”  (he  says,  ch.  vi. 
17.)  “God  be  thanked,  that  ve  wore  the  servants  of  sin,  but  ye  have 
obeyed  from  the  heart  that  form  of  doctrine  which  was  delivered  you. 
Being  then  made  free  from  sin,  ve  became  the  servants  of  righteous- 
ness.” Now  that  form  of  doctrine  was  thus  expressed  by  the  blessed 
Redeemer,  “He  that  believetii  and  is  Haiti  zed  shall  be  saved.” 
Mark  xvi.  16. 

That  baptism  was  referred  to  by  the  apostle  as  an  important  part  of 
“that  form  of  doctrine”  referred  to,  is  evident  from  the  plainest  lau- 
guap,  which  says:  ;see  the  first  7 verses.)  “What  shall  we  say  I lien  ? 
Shall  we  continue  in  sin  that  grace  may  abound  t God  forbid!  How 
shall  we  that  are 'dead  to  sin,  live  any  longer  therein?  Know  ye  not. " 
(which  is  the  -ame  as  to  say,  Ye  do  very  vvell  know,)  “that  - ■ i 
of  us  as  were  baptised  into  Jesus  Christ  where  baptized  into  Ins  death? 
Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into  death : 1 !;>,e  as 
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Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  eveu  so 
we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life.  For  if  we  have  been  planted 
together  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  we  shall  be  also  in  the  likeness  of 
his  resurrection  : Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him, 
that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should 
not  serve  sin.  For  he  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  sin.”  The  apostle 
continues  the  subject  throughout  the  whole  chapter;  and  in  the  17th 
verse  exclaims,  “But  God  be  thanked,  ye  have  obeyed  from  the  heart 
that  form  of  doctrine  which  was  delivered  you,  &c.,”  which  might  be 
rendered  thus : “But  God  be  thanked,  ye  have  believed  with  all  your 
heart  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  and  have  been  baptized  in  his  name  for 
the  remission  of  your  sins.  Therefore,  being  made  free  from  sin,  ye 
became  the  servants  of  righteousness.” 

That  “form  of  doctrine”  is  also  plainly  implied  in  the  27th  verse  of 
the  3rd  chapter,  which  states,  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  excluded  for 
justification,  by  the  law  of  faith.”  The  word,  law,  signifies  a cer- 
tain rule  of  action,  or  a positive  decree  ; and  this  ride,  or  decree,  was 
instituted  by  the  King  of  heaven  and  earth,  in  these  words:  “He  that 
believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved.” — “Except  a man  be  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.”  Paul  considered  no  man  a believer  in  Christ,  until  he  proved 
his  faith  by  obedience  ; hence  he  says,  Homans  x.  16,  “But  they  have 
not  all  obeyed  the  gospel ; for  Isaiah  saith,  Lord,  who  hath  believed 
our  report  V He  tells  us,  in  the  9th  and  10th  verses,  that  not  only  was 
the  sinner  to  believe  unto  righteousness,  but,  with  the  mouth,  he  must 
also  make  confession  unto  salvation.  This  faith  and  this  confession  is 
beautifully  illustrated  in  the  baptism  of  the  eunuch,  (seeActsvm.  36-39,) 
“And  the  eunuch  said,  See,  here  is  water,  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be 
baptized  ? And  Philip  said,  If  thou  believest  with  all  thy  heart  thou 
mayest.  And  he  answered  and  said,  I believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Son  of  God.”  Philip  then  baptized  him,  and  he  went  on  his  way 
rejoicing. 

Again  : Paul  says,  Heb.  x.  39.,  “But  we  are  not  of  them  that  draw 
back  unto  perdition  ; but  of  them  that  believe  to  the  saving  of  the  soul.” 
Now  this  language  is  not  addressed  to  unbaptized  sinners,  but  to  bap- 
tized believers,  as  verse  22  shows:  “Let  us  draw  near  with  a true 
heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts”  (not  our  heads,) 
sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  and  our  bodies  (not  our  heads  only,) 
washed  (baptized)  with  pure  water.” 

In  Galatians  m.  24-27,  we  find  the  following: — “Wherefore  the 
law  was  our  school-master  to  bring  us  unto  Christ,  that  we  might  be 
justified  by  faith.  But  after  that  faith  is  come,  we  are  no  longer  under 
a school-master.  For  we  are  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus.  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ  have  put 
on  Christ.  The  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith,  without  the  deeds  of 
the  law  of  Moses,  is  a true  doctrine ; it  is  a doctrine  that  is  dear  to 
every  Latter-day  Saint ; but  the  modern  doctrine  of  justification  by 
faith,  separate  and  apart  from  the  law  of  faith — separate  and  apart 


from  the  obedience  of  faith — separate  and  apart  from  the  ordinances 
of  Christ,  is  an  awful  delusion— it  is  the  very  essence  of  anti-eliristianity 
—it  is  the  faith  of  hell,  for  “the  devils' also  believe,”  (James  11.  19.) — 
and  Lucifer,  as  an  angel  of  light,  is  whispering  in  the  ears  of  thousands, 
the  fatal  falsehood,  and  is  thus  leading  them  away  into  a state  of  carnal 
security,  a state  of  self-righteousness  ; in  this  way  he  grasps  them  with 
his  awful  chains,  and  leads  them  carefully  down  to  perdition;  and,  when 
it  is  too  late,  they  find  that  they  have  leaned  upon  the  spear  of  Egypt, 
and  it  has  pierced  them  to  the  soul : then,  0 Christendom  why  will  ye 
die  ! Awake  ! Awake!  from  your  long,  profound  sleep  of  cold;  dead 
formality— cease  from  your  noisy  hypocrisy ; Arouse  yourselves  ! and 
shake  off  the  fetters  of  error  that  bind  you  to  hell  in  the  disguise  of 
heaven  ! Repent,  and  believe  the  gospel  in  truth  and  verity  ! Arise, 
and  be  baptized  and  wash  away  your  sins,  calling  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  that  ye  may  receive  the  gift  of  the  Iloly  Ghost ; which  will 
enlighten  your  understanding,  guide  you  into  all  truth,  show  you  things 
lo  come,  and  remove  from  your  mind  every  false  doctrine  of  modern 
apostate  Christendom. 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  notice  a most  important 
point;  viz.,  the  Object  for  which  baptism  was  instituted.  Baptism  lias 
for  ages  been  a most  important  subject : it  has  occupied  the  attention 
of  many  learned  divines,  and  volumes  upon  volumes  have  been  written 
concerning  the  form  of  administering  it : whether  it  should  be  adminis- 
tered to  both  adults  and  infants,  or  whether  to  adults  only  : whether  by 
immersion,  pouring,  or  sprinkling ; if  by  sprinkling,  whether  the  sign 
of  the  cross  should  be  used ; if  to  infants,  whether  an  infant  should  be 
baptized  before  it  is  born  if  the  mother  is  likely  to  die,  (which  indecent 
custom  of  baptizing  by  means  of  an  instrument  prevails  to  this  day 
throughout  four-fifths  of  Christendom.)  These,  and  other  points,  have 
occupied  the  time  and  talents  of  divines  for  ages.  But  the  object  has 
nearly  escaped  them  altogether.  The  great  questions  of  baptism,  What 
is  it  for  ? Why  was  it  introduced  ? What  is  the  observance  of  it  intended 
to  accomplish  ? have  been  overlooked : they  have  been  hid  among  the 
rubbish  of  ages  like  the  precious  ore  amid  the  mud  and  dirt  of  the 
mountains  of  Australia. 

The  object  of  baptism  is  for  the  remission  op  sins.  It  is  the  ordi- 
nance of  obedience,  through  which  the  penitent  believer  is  forgiven  all 
past  offences.  It  is  the  ordinance  of  adoption,  through  which  mankind 
must  pass  in  order  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

To  prove  the  above  proposition,  we  will  commence  with  the  baptism  of 
John.  (See  Mark  1.  4.)  “John  did  baptize  in  the  wilderness,  and 
preach  the  baptism  of  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins.”  We  will 
ncxtexaminc  that  all-important  instrument,  the  commission  of  Christ  to 
bis  apostles.  In  order  to  arrive  at  its  real  and  full  import,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  collate  the  several  statements  of  it  made  by  the  four  evan- 
gelists, which,  for  our  better  inspection,  we  will  place  in  juxta-position 
in  four  columus : they  read  thus: — 
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Matthew  xxviii. 
18,  19,  20.  And 

spake  unto  them 
saying,  All  power 

in  heaven  and  in 

Go  ye  therefore, 
and  teach  all  na- 
tions, baptizing 
them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

Teaching  them 
to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever 


you : and,  lo, 
with  you  alway, 
unto  the  end  of  the 


Mark  xvi.  15-18.  j 
And  he  said  un-  j 
to  them.  Go  ye  in- 
to all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gos- ! 
pel  to  every  crca- 

He  tliatbelieveth 
id  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved ; 
but  he  that  believ- 
eth  not  shall  be 
damned. 

And  these  signs 
shall  follow  them 
that  believe ; in 
shall  they 
t devils ; 
they  shall  speak 
with  new  tongues ; 
they  shall  take  up 
serpents;  and  if 
they  drink  any 
deadly  thing  it 
shall  not  hurt 
them ; they  shall 
lay  hands  on  the 
sick,  and  they  shall 
recover. 


Luke  xxiv.  46-49. 

And  he  said  un- 
to them,  Thus  it  is 
written,  and  thus  it 
behoved  Christ  to 
suffer,  and 
from  the  dead  the 
third  day 

And  that  repen- 
tance and  remission 
should  be 
preached 
name  among  all 
nations,  beginning 
at  Jerusalem. 

nesses  of  these 
things. 

And,  behold, 
send  the  promise  of 
my  Father,  upon 
you  ; but  tarry  yc 
in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  until 
ye  be  endued 
with  power  from 
on  high. 


John  xx.  21-29. 
Then  said  Jesus 
them  again, 
Peace  be  unto 
you : as  my  Father 
hath  sent  me,  even 
send  I you. 

And  when  he 
had  said  this,  ho 
breathed  on  them, 

them,  Receive  ye 
the  Holy  Ghost, 
Whosesoever  sins 

remitted  unto 
them ; and  whose- 
soever sins  ye  re- 
they  are  re- 


Bv  a careful  reading  we  find  that  the  four  testimonies  amount  to  this; 
as  if  He  had  said,  “It  was  necessary’ that  I should  suffer  death,  and 
rise  again,  in  order  that  I might  become  the  Savior  of  men  : and  now 
repentance  and  remission  of  sins  must  he  preached  in  all  the 
world,  to  every  creature ; Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them:  whosesoever  sins  ye  remit,  (in  baptism)  shall  be  remit- 
ted; and  whosesoever  sins  ye  retain,  shall  be  retained;  for  all  power  is 
given  unto  me  both  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  as  my  Father  hath  sent 
me,  so  I now  authorize  and  send  you.  Be  careful  to  teach  those  whom 
vou  baptize,  to]  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I have  commanded  you, 
and  do  not  allowthemto  consider  any  of  my  commandments  unnecessary 
or  non-essential ; for  he  that  believeth  what  you  preach,  and  repents, 
and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  from  his  sins ; but  he  that  believeth  not, 
you  shall  not  baptize,  for  he  shall  be  damned.  And  these  signs  shall 
follow  them  that  believe : they  shall  speak  with  new  tongues ; they 
shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  the  sick  shall  recover ; if  they  take 
up  serpents,  or  if  poison  is  administered  to  them,  they  shall  not  be 
harmed.  Tarry  ye  at  Jerusalem  until  ye  be  endued  with  the  Holy 
Ghost : then  commence  your  mission  at  Jerusalem,  and  from  thence  go 
into  all  the  world,  and  lo,  I am  with  you  alway  even  unto  the  end.” 

That  the  apostles  understood  their  commission  precisely  as  stated  in 
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the  foregoing,  is  fully  proved  by  the  preaching  of  Peter,  a few  days 
afterward,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  (See  Acts  2nd  chap.)  Now  this 
chapter  should  be  noticed  particularly ; as  it  was  the  beginning  of  their 
testimony  which  was  to  extend  to  all  nations,  and  was  to  save  or  damn 
mankind  accordingly  as  they  received  or  rejected  it ; it  was  their  lirst 
administration  of  baptism  after  they  were  endued  with  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  acted  by  inspiration ; and,  in  fine,  it  is  a model  sermon ; after 
which,  all  th'cir  subsequent  preaching  to  the  world,  and  administrations 
to  believing  penitents,  were  fashioned;  and  every  minister  who  does  not 
preach  the  same  faith  and  administer  the  ordinance  of  baptism  for  the 
same  object  is  a perverter  of  the  gospel,  and  Paul  says  “let  such  be 
accursed.”  He  commences  with  a quotation  from  the  prophet  Joel, 
which  closes  with  an  assurance  (see  verse  21.)  “that  whosoever  shall 
call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.”  lie  then  bears  testimony 
of  the  resurrection  and  exaltation  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  whom  they  had 
crucified  a few  days  previous,  and  concludes  with  these  words;  (vcr.  36.) 
“Therefore  let  ail  the  house  of  Israel  know  assuredly,  that  God  hath 
made  that  same  Jesus,  whom  ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord  and. Christ. 
(37.)  “Nowwhentheyheard  this,  they  were  pricked  in  their  heart,  and 
said  unto  Peter  and  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles,  Men  and  brethren, 
what  shall  we  do  ? (38.)  Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent,  and  be 
baptized,  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  (39.) 
For  the  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar 
off,  even  as  manyasthe  Lord  our  God  shall  call.  (40.)  Andwith  many 
other  words  did  he  testify  and  exhort,  saying,  Save  yourselves  from 
this  untoward  generation.  (41.)  Then  they  that  gladly  received  his 
word,”  (that  is,  they  that  believed,)  “were  baptized,”  (for  the  remission 
of  sins,)  “and  the  same  day  there  were  added  unto  them  about  three 
thousand  souls.” 

We  will  next  notice  the  baptism  of  Paul ; who,  when  Ananias  came 
to  bapt  ize  him,  had  been  a believing  penitent  for  several  days,  yet  could 
not  obtain  the  remission  of  his  sins  until  Ananias  baptised  him.  (Acts 
xxii.  16.)  “And  now  (said  he  to  Saul),  why  tarriest  thou?  Arise, 
and  be  baptized,  and  wash  away  thy  sins,  calling  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  And  he  arose  forthwith,  and  was  baptized  Acts  ix.  18. 

We  have  already  quoted  the  writings  of  this  same  Paul,  (Romans 
6th  chapter,)  in  which  he  states  most  unequivocally  that  baptism  is  for 
the  remission  of  sins.  We  also  add  his  testimony  to  the  Colossians ; 
(chapter  n.  11-13.)  “In  whom  -ye  are  circumcised  with  the  circumcision 
made  without  hands,  in  pvtting  off  the  body  of  the  sins  of  the  fesh 
by  the  circumcision  of  Christ  :*  Buried  (immersed)  with  him  in  baptism, 
wherein  ve  are  also  risen  with  him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation 
of  God,  who  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead.  And  you,  being  dead  in 
your  sins  and  the  uncircumcision  of  your  flesh,  hath  he  quickened 
together  with  him,  having  forgiven  you  all  your  trespasses."  Peter  also 

* The  circumcision  ol  the  heart,  or  a true  faith  and  repentance ; which  Is  here  directly 
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informs  us  (1  Peter,  hi.  23,)  that  baptism  is  not  the  putting  away  of 
the  filth  of  the  flesh,  (that  is,  the  washing  the  filth  or  dirt  off  of  the  can- 
didate : and  if  baptism  is  not  necessary  to  salvation,  but  is  simply  an 
outward  sign,  a mere  form,  a powerless  rite,  as  Christendom  says  that 
it  is ; then  it  can  be  of  no  possible  benefit  except  to  cleanse  the  candi- 
date’s person.)  but  he  declares  that  it  is  a saving  ordinance;  it  being 
the  answer  oi  a good  conscience  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ : 
and  how  can  baptism  answer  the  good  conscience  of  a believing  peni- 
tent, unless  through  that  ordinance  he  receives  the  remission  of  his  sins 
in  the  name  of  Jesus'?  Peter  understood  it  precisely  in  that  light 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  as  we  have  just  shown ; and  it  is  well  to 
remind  the  reader,  that’  on  that  day  he  spoke  * as  the  Holy 
Ghost  gave  him  utterance,  (sec  Acts  ii.4.)  And,  in  fine,  wherever  the 
subject  of  baptism  is  mentioned  in  the  New  Testament,  it  is  for  the 
remission  of  sins ; and  it  is  nowhere  represented  to  be  for  anything  else: 
it  is  not  in  any  one  place  represented  to  be  unnecessary  or  non-essen- 
tial to  salvation,  but  it  is  in  several  places  represented  to  be  necessary, 
or  in  other  words,  essential  to  salvation.  Then  why  will  ye,  0 
Christians ! continue  in  sin  that  grace  may  abound  ? Why  will  ye 
build  yourselves  up  on  a false  faith  for  justification  ? Why  will  ye 
fortify  yourselves  with  false  hopes,  and  false  doctrines,  that  ye  may 
resist  the  truth  ? Why  wrap  yourselves  up  in  spiritual  pride  and 
hypocrisy  as  with  a cloak,  that  ye  may  be  damned  ? Why  will  ye 
continue  to  “trangress  the  law”  (of  faith) ,“  and  change  the  ordinance” 
(of  baptism),  “ and  so  break  the  everlasting  covenant  (of  the  gospel), 
that  ye,  both  priest  and  people  may  be  burned?  ” (see  Isaiah  xxiv.) 
Repent, — repent,  0 ye  nations,  for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand  ! 
Apostate  Christendom  lias  nearly  run  her  coarse  ; she  has  ripened  in 
her  iniquity  ; her  apostacy  is  complete ; the  cup  of  her  abominations  is 
full ; and,  finally,  she  has  sealed  her  doom  by  shedding  the  blood  of 
the  Lord’s  prophets  and  saints  in  these,  the  last  days ; and,  therefore, 
her  destruction  is  near,  even  at  the  very  doors.  Therefore,  come  out  of 
her,  0 ye  honest-in-heart ! lest  ye  partake  of  her  sins  and  receive  of 
her  plagues,  for  her  (pious)  sins  have  reached  unto  heaven,  and  God 
hath  remembered  her  iniquities.  Yea,  her  churches,  her  universities, 
her  creeds,  her  canons,  her  various  faiths,  her  solemn  prayers,  her 
learned  philosophers  and  sanctimonious  priests,  her  wealth,  her  luxuries, 
her  power  which  she  has  so  long  and  so  successfully  wielded,  and  with 
which  she  has  bound  the  nations  in  fetters  of  superstition  and  error; 
must  fall!  yea,  like  a mill-stone  that  is  cast  into  the  sea,  so  shall 
modern  apostate  Christendom,  which  is  Babylon,  fall  to  rise  no  more. 
Amen : Even  so,  0 Lord  God  Almighty,  for  so  hast  thou  decreed ; and 
true  and  righteous  are  thy  judgments!  If  you  ask,  How  you  are  to 
repent,  I answer,  in  the  language  of  John  to  the  Jews:  (Luke  in. 
10-14.)  “He  that  hath  two  coats  let  him  impart  to  him  that  hath  none; 
and  he  that  hath  meat  let  him  do  likewise.”  Deal  honestly  with 
your  neighbor.  “Do  violence  to  no  man,  neither  accuse  any  falsely.” 
Do  this  with  all  your  hearts,  and  forsake  your  wicked  ways,  and  your 
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unrighteous  thoughts,  and  return  unto  the  Lord,  whom  you  and  your 
fathers  have  forsaken,  and  believe  and  obey  his  commandments : these 
will  be  fruits  meet  for  repentance. 

Mr.  C.  makes  a great  ado  about  the  penitent  thief  on  the  cross,  and 
says  that  he  was  never  baptized.  How  does  he  know  that  the  thief 
was  never  baptized?  The  Latter-day  Saints  neither  affirm  nor  deny 
that  he  was ; but  whether  he  was  or  not,  it  would  not  have  altered  his 
situation  at  that  time;  for  baptism,  without  a living  faith  and  an  honest 
and  upright  life  afterward,  would  avail  nothing.  However,  his  being  a 
thief  is  no  reason  for  supposing  him  to  have  been  unbaptized.  Has 
there  not  been  thousands  of  baptized  thieves  since  then  ? It  is  stated 
in  Mark  i.  5.,  that  all  the  peopleof  Judeaand  Jerusalem  went  out  to 
John  and  were  baptized  in  the  river  Jordan.  What  evidence  have  we 
that  that  thief  was  not  among  the  number?  The  very  language  that 
he  uses  to  the  Savior  argues  that  he  had  previously  been  a disciple;  he 
said,  Lord,  remember  me,  when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom. 
Where  did  lie  learn  to  call  Jesus,  Lord,  who  was  supposed,  by  the 
masses,  to  be  an  infamous  impostor?  Where  did  he  learn  that  glorious 
promise  that  though  Jesus  was  about  to  die,  yet  he  would  come  again 
in  his  kingdom?  a promise  that  he  had  carefully  communicated  to  his 
disciples.  Therefore,  whether  the  thief  had  been  baptized  or  not,  the 
facts  as  stated  by  Luke  give  us  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  had  not. 
The  reply  of  the  Savior  was,  “This  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  para- 
dise.” What  place  is  here  called  paradise?  Is  it  that  place  where 
God  dwells  ? No,  for  Jesus  said  to  Mary  on  the  morning  of  His  resur- 
rection, “Touch  me  not;  for  I am  not  ascended  to  my  Father:  but  go 
unto  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them,  I ascend  unto  my  Father,  and 
your  Father;  and  to  my  God,  and  your  God.”  But  where  did 
Jesus  go  while  his  body  lay  in  the  tomb?  I answer,  To  paradise,  or 
the  world  of  spirits.  The  Savior  said  to  Nicodcmus  (John  hi.  13,) 
“And  no  man  hath  ascended  up  to  heaven,  but  he  that  came  down 
from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Sian  which  is  in  heaven.”  Therefore 
there  must  have  been  a spiritual  world,  a paradise,  where  departed 
spirits  should  rest  until  the  resurrection.  1 1 also  appears,  that  in  the 
world  of  spirits  there  is  a prison  where  disobedient  spirits  are  kept 
until  the  day  of  judgment.  Now  Peter,  in  his  1st  epistle,  hi.  18-20, 
says,  That  when  Christ  was  put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  he,  by  his  spirit, 
went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits  which  were  in  this  prison,  who  had 
been  sometime  disobedient  in  the  days  ofNoah : and  adds  (chap.  iv.  5-6,) 
“Who  shall  give  an  account  to  him  that  is  ready  to  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead.  For  for  this  cause  was  the  gospel  preached  also  unto 
them  that  arc  dead,  that  they  might  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the 
fiesh,  but  live  according  to  God  in  the  spirit.”  The  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter  is,  that  when  the  Savior’s  body  was  crucified,  his  spirit 
went  to  paradise,  and  he  preached  the  gospel  to  the  dead,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  thief  went  with  him ; and  that  was  what  the  Savior 
promised  him  ; “This  day,  said  he,  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise.” 
and  he  is,  no  doubt,  far  better  off  than  many  of  his  reverend  admirers 
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be,  unless  they  repent  and  believe  the  gospel ; for 


h says,  in  his  24th  c 
will  burn  up  both  priest  and  people ; t 
mistress  ; the  servant  with  his  master ; 


it  when  he  does  come,  he 
id  shall  be  burned  with  her 
r,  the  seller,' the  usurer, 


er,  the  common  people,  the  nobility,  the  crowned 
neaus,  ana  tne  wnoie  nody  of  the  clergy  will  be  burned  up,  and  but  few 
men  left,  lie  further  informs  us,  verse  22,  That  he  will  cast  their 
souls  into  this  very  prison  ; and  shut  them  up,  and  keep  them  there 


you?  Well,  v\ 


! Mr.  C.,  so  you  expose  your  infidelity  at  last,  do 
1,  the  world  is  full  of  priest-made  skeptics;  but  among 
none  are  such  confirmed  infidels  as  the  ministers  them- 
selves. Here  is  Mr.  C.,  a professed  preacher  of  Christ’s  gospel,  and 
flatly  denies  the  very  words  of  Christ.  If  the  reader  will  turn  to  the 
apostles’  commission,  as  collated  on  page  10,  he  will  see  that  Jesus 
declares  that  the  signs  are  to  follow  the  believer.  The  Lord  did  not 
declare  that  the  signs  should  follow  the  apostles  only,  but  that  they 
follow  the  believer,  in  all  the  world,  and  in  all  coming  time,  even  unto 
the  end.  He  places  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  the  believing,  the 
repenting,  the  baptizing,  the  salvation,  the  damnation,  and  the  signs 
following,  all  in  the  same  commission  ; as  long  as  the  one  continued, 
the  others  must.  And  the  reason  the  signs  ceased  shortly  after  the 
days  of  the  apostles,  was,  because  the  gospel  ceased  to  be  preached : 
as  we  have  already  shown  from  the  admission  of  John  Wesley,  (see 
page  4).  And  the  reason  why  the  signs  are  not  in  the  churches  of 
modern  Christendom,  is,  because  they  do  not  preach  the  gospel. 
Paul  informs  us,  in  1st  Cor.  XU.  28,  that  God  had  SET  the  signs  in 
the  church  as  permanently  as  he  had  pastors,  teachers,  or  members  : 
and,  in  verse  22,  he  says  that  all  the  gifts  are  necessary ; (Mr.  C. 
scouts  this  truth ; does  he  not  pervert  the  gospel  ?)  As  the  whole 


chapter  is  devoted  to  this  subject,  the  reader  is  requested  to  read  it 
through ; and  he  will  find  Paul’s  argument  to  be,  That  the  gift  of 
tongues  is  as  necessary  as  the  gift  of  wisdom  ; that  the  gifts  of  apostles 
and  prophets  are  as  necessary  as  the  gifts  of  pastors  and  teachers: 
that  the  gift  of  miracles  is  as  necessary  as  the  gift  of  knowledge ; that 
the  gift  of  healing  is  as  necessary  as  the  gift  of  faith  ; and,  in  verse  21 , 
he  forbids  us  to  say  that  we  have  no  need  of  these  gifts.  In  the  4th 
chapter  of  the  Ephesians  the  same  apostle  says  that  the  object  of  set- 
ting these  gifts  in  the  church  was,  (verse  12,)  “For  the  perfecting  of 
the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body 
(or  church)  of  Christ.”  He  also  specifies  the  length  of  time  that  they 
are  to  continue  in  the  church  : which  is,  (verse  13.)  “Till  we  all  come 
in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto 
a perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ.” 
Does  Christendom  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith?  Let  her  multiplied 
differences  and  divisions  answer.  Has  any  one  church  in  Christendom 
arrived  at  perfection?  No.  Then  there  still  is  need  of  the  gifts,  in 
order  “That  we  henceforth  be  no  more  children,  tossed  to  and  fro  and 
carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine.”  To  demonstrate  the  abso- 
lute need  of  all  the  gifts,  Paul  compares  the  church  to  a human  body  ; 
and  as  our  eyes  cannot  say  to  our  hands,  we  have  no  need  of  you ; or  our 
head  to  our  feet,  we  have  no  need  of  you  ; so  all  the  gifts,  (verses  15, 
1(1.)  “Speaking  the  truth  in  love  may  grow  up  into  Him  in  all  things, 
which  is  the  head,  even  Christ : From  whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined 
together,  and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  according 
to  the  effectual  working  in  the  measure  of  every  part,  maketh  increase 
of  the  body  unto  the  edifying  of  itself  in  love.”  Anil  in  conclusion  he 
adds:  (see  chapter  v.  25-27,)  that  “Christ  also  loved  the  church,  and 
gave  himself  for  it ; That  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the 
washing  of  water  by  the  Word,  That  he  might  present  it  to  himself  a 
glorious  church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing ; but 
that  it  should  be  holy  anti  without  blemish .”  The  word  blemish  sig- 
nifies a mark,  hurt,  or  deformity.  Now,  if  a man  should  say,  I have 
no  need  of  my  ears,  1 can  hear  just  as  well  without  them  as  with  them; 
and  should  cut  them  oil-;  he  would  by  that  act  receive  a mark,  a hurt, 
a blemish.  Now  let  us  compare  this  with  Christendom,  as  she  claims 
to  be  the  Bride  or  church  of  Christ.  Do  we  find  her  led,  taught,  and 
perfected  by  inspired  apostles?  No.  Prophets?  No.  Evangelists, 
Pastors  and  Teachers?  No;  says  she,  inspiration  ceased  at  the  death 
of  the  ancient  apostles.  Do  we  find  in  her  the  gifts  of  faith,  of  know- 
ledge,  of  wisdom,  (there  are  great  libraries  of  human  wisdom,)  of  dis- 
cerning of  spirits,  (the  churches  cannot  discern  even  their  own  spirits,) 
of  healing,  of  tongues,  of  interpretation  of  tongues,  of  miracles,  of 
charity?  No,  (except  a counterfeit  charity  that  allows  that  everybody 
can  get  to  heaven  in  any  way,  just  as  they  like,  if  they  are  only 
sincere!)  No,  says  Christendom,  those  things  were  done  away  with 
shortly  after  the  apostles’  days,  and  are  no  longer  needed.  Our  minis- 
ters are  so  very  learned  that  they  don’t  need  inspiration  now  a-days ; 
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and  then  they  say  the  beautiful  prayers  with  so  solemrt  a countenance- 
such  a sanctified  tone, — that  surely  they  must  be  good  Christians  ; and 
then  their  preaching,  how  delightful ! a little  Greek,  and  a great  deal 
of  Latin,  and  the  rest  of  the  discourse  made  up  of  such  learned,  such 
superfine  English,  or  what  not,  that  the  common  people  cannot  under- 
stand ; usurp  the  place  of  the  gifts  of  God,  and  the  plain,  simple  lan- 
guage of  the  gospel ; and  their  solemn  unmeaning  sound  captivates  the 
multitude,  and  consequently  they,  like  calves,  are  led  by  their  ears, 
instead  of  their  reason.  The  more  ignorant  churches  are  quite  as  far 
from  the  truth ; they  deny  inspiration  and  the  gifts  of  God,  yet  they 
make  great  pretensions  to  holiness  of  heart,  and  to  spirituality. — Loud 
sermons,  loud  prayers,  loud  responsive  amens,  and  glorys ; loud  and 
solemn  groans,  &c.,  &c.,  &e.,  have  taken  the  place  of  simple-hearted 
truth,  and  are  quite  sufficient  evidences  to  themselves  that  they  are 
born  of  God.  They  are  very  zealous,  quite  as  much  as  the  ancient 
Pharisees  were ; they  compass  both  sea  and  land  to  make  proselytes ; 
they  have  certain  cant  phrases,  such  as,  The  cross, — Calvary, — the 
dying  agonies  of  Jesus, — His  bleeding  wounds, — the  babe  of  Bethlehem, 
&c.,  which  they  frequently  repeat  with  the  most  awful  solemnity  ami 
dreadful  pathos,  which  has  a most  excellent  effect  on  the  ear,  and 
through  the  ear  on  the  superstitions  of  thousands.  At  every  or  nearly 
every  revival  meeting,  they  “crucify  our  Savior  afresh,  and  put  him  to 
an  open  shame,”  by  their  incoherent  ravings  in  his  name,  which,  how- 
ever, all  goes  for  the  out-pourings  of  God’s  Spirit ; and  when  one 
inquires  what  he  shall  do  to  be  saved,  they  point  him  to  the  penitent 
form,  and  tell  him  to  look  to  Calvary  and  see  the  Savior  hanging,  bleed- 
ing on  the  cross  ; (the  poor  deluded  penitent,  if  he  would  use  his  reason 
for  one-half  second,  would  know  very  well  that  the  Savior  does  not 
hang  on  the  cross  at  all,  neither  is  his  side  bleeding ; but  lie  has  long 
since  been  glorified,  and  has  taken  his  place  at  the  right  hand  of  his 
Father  in  heaven.)  They  tell  him  that  he  is  just  ready  to  drop  into 
that  horrible  place  of  fire  and  brimstone,  which  story  frightens  him 
nearly  to  distraction,  and  no  wonder  ! and  in  his  despair  they  tell  him 
to  believe ! “believe  just  now!”  “believe  that  God  for  Christ’s  sake 
has  forgiven  you  all  your  sins,  and,  that  moment,  they  are  forgiven 
and,  in  short,  they  tell  him  anything  and  everything,  except  that, 
“He  that  believetii  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  “Except 
A MAN  BE  BORN  OF  WATER  AND  OF  THE  SPIRIT,  HE  CANNOT  ENTER 
into  the  kingdom  Of  God  and  when  they  have  actually  made  him 
believe  that  he  is  forgiven,  and  get  him  over  his  fright,  and  get  him 
to  rejoicing,  they  say  that  they  have  wrought  a spiritual  miracle ! 
But  so  soon  as  a servant  of  Jesus  Christ  comes  among  them  and  begins 
to  preach  the  gospel,  and  repeats  the  words  of  fhc  Savior,  that  these 
signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe,  they  will  flatly  deny  it,  and  cry  out 
impostor — false  prophet,  and  a host  of  other  evil  epithets ; all  which  go 
to  show  that  they  are  the  very  characters  that  they  represent  others  to 
be.  Therefore,  come  ye  out  from  among  them,  all  ye  honest  hearted, 
and  obey  the  truth,  that  ye  may  be  saved : for  the  word  of  the  Lord  is 


unto  all  men,  Repent,  repent,  for  tlie  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand,  when 
11  is  wrath  will  he  ponied  out  upon  the  nations  without  mixture. 

“They  assert,”  says  Mr.  C., “that  they  have  power  to  bestow  the  Spirit 
of  God.”  What  a volume  of  infidelity  is  there  in  that  remark  ! Mr.  C. 
thereby  acknowledges  that  he  has  not  that  power ; and  because  lie  has 
it  not,  lie  concludes,  inductively,  that  nobody  else  has.  The  doctrine  of 
“ bestowing”  the  Spirit  of  God  through  the  ministration  of  Ilis  servants 
is  one  of  the  plainest  doctrines  in  the  bible.  “He,  therefore,  that 
MiNiSTEKETii  to  you  the  Si’iRiT,  and  worketh  miracles  among  you, 
doeth  he  it  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith:”  (Gal. 
in.  r>.)  The  manner  of  administering  the  Spirit  is  by  the  laying  on  of 
hands  and  prayer : Acts  vm.  14-19.  “Now  when  the  apostles  which 
were  at  Jerusalem  heard  that  Samaria  had  received  the  word  of  God, 
they  sent  unto  them  Peter  and  John : Who,  when  they  were  come 
down,  prayed  for  them,  that  they  might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost : For 
as  yet  He  was  fallen  upon  none  of  them  : only  they  were  baptized  in 
the  name  of  the.  Lord  Jesus.  Then  laid  they  their  hands  on  them, 
and  they  RECEIVED  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  when  Simon  saw  that 
THROUGH  THE  LAYING  ON  OF  THE  APOSTLES’  HANDS  THE  HOLY  GllOST 
was  given,  said,  give  me  also  this  power,  that  on  whomsoever  1 lay 
hands,  he  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost.”  Again : (Acts  xix.  (i.) 
“And  when  Paul  had  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  the'  Holy 
Ghost  came  on  them;  and  they  spake  with  tongues,  and  prophesied. " 
The  doctrine  of  “bestowing”  the  Holy  Ghost  through  the  laying  on  of 
hands,  was  well  understood  even  in  the  days  of  Moses.  See  Dent, 
xxxiv.  9.  “And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  was  full  of  the  Spirit  of  wis- 
dom, for  Moses  had  laid  his  hands  upon  him.”  And  finally: 
Paul  declares  in  his  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  chapter  v.  12.  and  chapter 
vi.  1,  2.:  “That  the  first,  or  radiinental,  principles  of  the  doctrine  Of 
Christ ; arc,  1st,  A repentance  or  turning  away  from  dead  religious 
works. — 2nd,  Faith  towards  God. — 3rd,  The  doctrine  of  baptism.— 
4th,  The  laying  on  of  hands. — oth,  The  resurrection  of  the  dead.— and 
(3th,  Of  eternal  judgment,  or  reward.  By  the  foregoing  we  are  given 
plainly  to  understand,  that  not  only  is  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  a true  doctrine ; but  it  is  essentially  necessary 
as  a first  principle  of  the  gospel.  All  first  principlos  are  necessary  in 
any  and  in  every  system,  whether  religious  or  scientific;  whether  intel- 
lectual or  physical.  A non-essential  first  principle  is  an  impossibility. 
It  could,  with  as  much  propriety  be  said,  “That  the  English  alphabet 
is  unnecessary  to  the  English  written  language ;”  as  to  say,  “That  the 
laying  on  of  hands  is  unnecessary  to  the  bestowal  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
No  wonder  then  that  Christian  ministers,  having  lost  the  “power  to 
bestow  the  Spirit  of  God,”  have  long  since  ceased  to  be  led  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  : and,  as  a necessary  consequence,  the  spirit  of  error, — 
°f  division, — of  strife, — of  pious  vanity, — of  sanctimonious  hypocrisy, 
7~°f  spiritual  pride, — of  self-righteousness,— of  lordly  pomp  and 
imposing  pageant  has  taken  its  place,  and  is  palmed  upon  the  world  as 
the  genuine  spirit  of  truth.  Yes,  reader,  after  the  death  of  the  apostles, 
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a multitude  of  false  prophets  started  up  in  the  world,  under  the  sacred 
names  of  apostles  or  bishops,  presbyters,  preachers,  &c.,  each  one  led 
by  a false  spirit  which  called  itself  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  which  pretended 
to  love,  venerate,  and  sacredly  regard  the  bible ; and  pretended  to  find 
all  their  doctrines  and  notions  in  God’s  word:  so,  the  bible  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  together,  have  been  made  to  father  all  the  silly  notions, — 
the  ridiculous  absurdities, — the  Hat  contradictions, — the  erroneous 
creeds, — the  blasphemous  assumptions  of  hierarchal  power  by  the  man 
of  sin, — that  has  long  made  Christendom  like  a constantly  troubled  sea, 
casting  up  mire  and  dirt.  The  Spirit  of  truth  has  been  supposed  to 
lead  into  all  the  divisions  of  modern  Christendom.  Even  the  raving 
distracted  fanaticism  of  some  of  our  modern  societies  in  their  wildest, 
noisiest  delirium,  is  supposed  to  lie  the  very  essence  of  pure  and 
undefiled  religion ; and  when  their  enthusiastic  extravagances  reach  a 
kind  of  extatic  climax,  they  absurdly  imagine  that  they  arc  perfectly 
deluged  in  real  pentecostal  showers  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth:  so  has  the 
devil  as  an  angel  of  light,  assisted  by  bis  confederate  spirits,  hoodwinked 
and  blinded  the  world,  from  the  pontiff  to  the  prayer-leader ; that  all 
those  follies  and  delusions  are  supposed  to  be  of  God  : Alas ! alas ! 0 
Christendom,  how  hast  thou  perverted  the  gospel ! 

Reader,  try  the  spirits ; for  the  world  is  full  of  spirits  of  error  and 
delusion.  To  successfully  try  them,  1 will  give  you  a few  brief  rules 
to  assist  you.  Rule  1st — Every  spirit  that  denies  or  makes  light  of 
the  laying  on  of  hands,  is  not  of  God.  Rule  2nd — Every  spirit  that 
admits  the  laying  on  of  hands,  but  denies  the  gifts,  commonly  called 
supernatural,  is  not  of  God.  Rule  3rd — Every  sign-seeking  spirit,  that 
demands  miracles  to  be  wrought  to  convince  him  of  the  truth  of  the 
promises  of  Christ,  is  an  adulterous  spirit,  and  is  not  of  God. 
Rule  4th— Every  spirit  that  says  that  the  canon  of  Scripture  is  full,  and 
that  God  will  give  no  more  revelations,  is  a lying  spirit,  and  is  not  of 
God.  Rule  5th — Every  spirit  that  says  that  every  body  is  right  if  they 
are  only  sincere,  and  that  baptism  is  non-essential  to  salvation,  is  not  of 
God.  Rule  6th — Every  spirit  that  spiritualizes  and  explains  away  the 
scriptures,  and  denies  their  plain  literal  meaning,  is  a delusive  spirit, 
and  is  not  of  God.  Rule  7th — Every  spirit  that  denies  the  literal 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  reign  upon  the  earth  during  the 
millennium,  and  that  denies  the  literal  gathering  of  the  people  of  God 
to  build  up  the  cities  of  Zion  and  Jerusalem  preparatory  to  that  august 
event,  is  a skeptical  spirit,  and  is  not  of  God. 

And  now,  reader,  take  your  bible,  and  read  it  carefully,  and  then  take 
a survey  of  Christendom,  and  you  will  find  that  the  world  is  filled  with 
error  and  delusion.  And  as  the  spirit  of  error  prevails  in  the  world, 
and  as  it  cannot  endure  the  wholesome  yet  plain  rebukes  of  the  spirit 
of  truth  through  God’s  servants,  it  is  no  marvel,  that  the  ministers  of 
error  should  oppose  themselves  to  the  truth:  yet  at  the  same  time  there 
are  many  in  their  congregations  who  are  honest-in-heart,  who  would 
obey  the  truth  if  they  only  knew  what  it  is,  who  would  embrace  it,  if 
they  knew  where  to  find  it.  To  all  such,  I bear  my  testimony: 
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1st — That  God  has  hi  these  last  days  broken  the  silence  of  nearly 
eighteen  centuries,  and  has  again  revealed  himself  to  mankind,  accord- 
ing to  the  scriptures. 

2nd— That  through  this  revelation,  He  has  introduced  the  “dispensa- 
tion of  the  fulness  of  times,”  which  is  to  prepare  the  way  for,  and  to 
usher  in,  the  Millennial  era,  according  to  the  scriptures. 

3rd — That  this  preparation  is  being  made ; first,  by  the  promulgation 
of  the  gospel  in  its  fulness , with  the  gifts,  powers,  and  blessings  accom- 
panying it,  as  in  ancient  times : Secondly,  by  means  of  the  gospel,  to 
gather  out  from  every  nation  and  every  church,  all  sincere  and  honestly 
disposed  persons,  and  organizing  them  into  one  true  and  glorious  church: 
Thirdly,  by  gathering  the  church  out  from  among  the  nations,  unto  a 
land  that  God  has  pointed  out  for  the  building  up  of  the  city  of  Zion  : 
whichy  when  the  church  has  so  done,  and  prepared  herself  to  receive  her  Lord, 
lie  will  appear  in  his  glory,  to  destroy  the  wicked  from  the  earth,  but 
to  reign  in  righteousness  among  his  people,  according  to  the  scriptures. 

Finally — That  the  word  of  the  Lord,  is  to  all  the  world,  both  priest 
and  people,  to  believe,  repent,  and  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
for  the  remission  of  their  sins,  that  they  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands,  and  be  saved  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Objection  Final I reject,  says  Mr.  C.,  the  claims  of  the  Mormonite  preachers  to  be  the 
true  (much  less  the  only  true)  messengers  of  God,  because  the  belief  of  their  doctrines 
would  lead  me  to  say  that  the  blessed  Scriptures  are  not  sufficient  for  the  necessities  of 
man.  without  the  addition  of  other  writings ; because  I should  have  to  pronounce  those 
accursed  whom  the  Lord  without  doubt  has  blessed ; and  because  I should  have  to 
commit  my  faith  to  the  varied  and  imaginary  revelations  of  man,  instead  of  the  unchang- 
ing standard  of  truth  we  possess  in  the  Bible. 

Answer. — From  the  proofs  that  we  have  adduced,  showing,  conclu- 
sively, that  Christendom  only  mfs-understands  the  bible,  and  that  they 
do  not  open  and  believe,  only  such  parts  of  it  as  suits  each  one’s  fancies  ; 
it  must  appear  evident  that  all  the  great  parade  of  words  about  the 
“blessed  scriptures”  amounts  to  but  very  little  besides  sheer  pretence. 
The  bible  is  a miscellaneous  book  ; and  religious  enthusiasts  and  pious 
fanatics,  have  from  time  to  time  taken  a fancy  to  certain  texts,  and  by 
departing  from  the  plain  literal  sense  thereof,  have  deluded  themselves 
by  a variety  of  erroneous  interpretations  ; and,  as  a necessary  conse- 
quence, out  of  these  various  false  notions  have  grown  the  whole  multi- 
tude of  discordant  systems  and  jarring  creeds  now  extant:  all  of  which 
are  necessarily  wrong ; for  each  text  in  the  bible  has  one  true  mean- 
ing, and  that  meaning  is  the  literal  one.  This  is  fully  proved  by  the 
fact  that  our  Savior  and  his  apostles  understood  and  interpreted  the 
scriptures  literally ; and  in  their  quotations  they  made  a literal  applica- 
tion. Nearly  the  last  words  of  Peter  were,  To  take  diligent  heed  to 
the  study  of  the  scriptures.  He  also  gave  us  an  infallible  rule  of  inter- 
pretation, in  these  words,  (see  2nd  Peter  i.  20.)  “Knowing  this  first, 
that  no  prophecy  of  the  scripture  is  of  any  private  interpretation.” 
Were  this  rule  applied  to  modern  Christendom,  it  would  explode  every 
mau-made  system  in  her ; It  would  reduce  her  to  annihilation,  for  all 
her  systems  are  , built  up  on  private  interpretations  of  God’s  word, 
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which  false  interpreting  they  call  spiritualizing.  So  all  the  Sects  cry 
out  with  one  accord,  “the  Bible, — the  Bible, — we  have  got  the  Bible, — 
and  we  don’t  want  any  more  Bible  !”  and,  in  fact,  they  do  not,  for  a 
very  little  serves  each  one : the  Catholics  only  want  a text  or  two,  here 
and  there;  so  with  the  different  dissenting  churches,  just  a few  pas- 
sages for  each  church  is  quite  sufficient ; for  each  church  can  spiritualize 
her  texts  in  any  way  that  may  happen  to  suit  her  whims,  and  by  adding 
to  them  a long  list  of  notions,  and  volumes  of  opinions,  they  conjure  up 
such  good!  such  pious!  such  beautiful  systems  ! that  not  only  is  the 
bible  all-sufficient  for  them,  but  it  is  a great  deal  too  much  ; and  it  is 
astonishing  that  they  do  not  lay  it  aside  altogether.  However,  such 
a course  would  not  answer  the  rellecting  portion  of  the  people ; so 
another  expedient  is  resolved  upon.  “We  will  tell  the  people,’’  say 
the  ministers,  “that  the  bible  is  a great  mystery,  and  cannot  be  clearly 
understood.  We  will  seal  it  first  anil  last  with  the  awful  seal  of 
mystery.  Every  page, — every  chapter, — every  verse, — every  sentence, 
shall  be  stamped  with  the  word  mystery,  dark  impenetrable  mystery, 
that  cannot  be  understood  unless  assisted  by  the  learned  opinions  of  our 
commentators : and  when  we  have  nailed  meanings  to  it  to  suit  our 
faiths,  then  it  can  go  to  the  people.”  But  the  time  has  arrived,  that 
God  has  taken  this  matter  in  hand,  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe  what 
a panic  Babylou  is  in,  for  fear  that  her  deeds  of  darkness  will  be  pro- 
claimed abroad,  and  her  priestcrafts  and  iniquities  be  exposed.  Yea, 
the  time  has  come,  that  God  has  restored  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  the  Spirit 
of  inspiration. — He  has  re-organized  his  church  by  direct  revelation, — 
He  has  restored  the  apostleship,  and  the  fulness  of  the  gospel, — and 
finally,  he  has  restored  a correct  understanding  of  the  scriptures : for  all 
of  which,  let  his  name  be  praised.  Amen. 

Christendom  has  for  centuries  past,  held  that  “the  canon  of  scripture 
is  full,  as  contained  in  the  bible,  and  that  God  will  never  give 
more.”  This,  Mr.  C.  hints  at  very  carefully,  for  the  “mormon  tract,” 
that  I suppose  he  read,  explodes  that  sophism  so  fully,  that  he  did  not 
dare  to  come  out  like  a man  who  might  be  honest  in  his  opinion,  and 
declare  that  doctrine  unequivocally.  However,  we  will  make  a few 
brief  observations  on  that  point,  which  will  close  our  argument. 

Christendom  supposes  that  the  canon  of  scripture  is  full,  because — 
1st,  God  has  given  no  revelations  for  many  centuries  past,  which  is,  to 
her,  a sufficient  reason,  for  believing  that  “He  has  done  his  work,”  and 
that  he  will  give  no  more.  2ndly,  That  there  are  certain  texts  of  scrip- 
ture that  seem  to  warrant  such  a conclusion. 

Answer  to  First  Supposition. — So  thought  and  so  argued  the  Jews 
in  the  days  of  Christ,— “We  have  Moses  and  the  prophets,”  said  they, 
“but  as  for  this  fellow  we  know  not  whence  he  is.”  They  had  a ven- 
eration for  the  Old  Testament,  that  amounted  almost,  or  quite,  to 
idolatry ; yet,  at  the  same  time,  they  rejected  the  counsel  of  God  against 
themselves  by  crucifying  the  very  man  of  whom  those  scriptures 
prophesied.  They  were  opposed  to  new  revelations  for  various  reasons, 
but  chiefly,  because  those  revelations  reproved  their  hypocrisy,  and  came 
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Mr.  Tradition.  I am  not  much  of  a scriptorian  myself,  but  depend  chiefly 
ters  for  scriptural  knowledge— Ah ! yonder  comes  my  old  friend,  the  mini 
studied  the  Bible  and  preached  these  forty  years.  He  will  show  you  that  t! 


n should  bo  so  grossly 


Good  m 

tunate  neighbor  lteason,  who  has  lately  embraced  that  fa'tal  delusion— the  book  of  Mormon 
as  a divine  revelation.  He  seems  to  be  an  honest  man ; and  it  is  a pity  that  he  should  be  so 
imposed  upon.  Will  you,  Mr.  Seriptus,  have  the  kindness  to  show  him,  by  the  Bible,  that 
there  is  to  be  no  more  revelation  ? 

Mr.  Seriptus.  It  is  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  any  horn 

deceived.  But,  Mr.  Reason,  are  you  willing  to  admit  the  Scriptures  as 

Mr.  Reason.  Most  certainly.  The  Scriptures  are  esteemed  very  highly,  both  by  myself 
and  by  all  who  believe  the  book  of  Mormon.  And  I can  assure  you,  that  I shall  receive  all 
evidence  drawn  from  that  source  with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  And  if  you  really  believe 
that  I am  deluded,  I earnestly  desire  that  you  should  bring  forward  the  strongest  and  most 
convincing  arguments  that  you  are  in  possession  of,  that  I may  be  reclaimed. 

Mr.  Seriptus.  I will  read  to  you,  Mr.  Reason,  the  15,  16,  & 17th  versos  of  the  3rd  chap, 
of  2nd  Timothy.  “ From  a child  thou  hast  known  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  are  ablo  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  lor  instruction  in  righteousness  • 

That  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.” 

You  will  perceive,  Mr.  Reason,  that  Timothy  had  enough  Scripture  when  he  was  a child, 
to  make  him  wise  unto  salvation ; and  what  necessity  was  there  for  any  more  ? Could  ho 
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Mr.  Reason.  Wi 
luainted  with  wh 

Seriptus.  The  Old  Testament,  I suppose ; for 


Seriptus,  what  Scriptures  Timothy  n 
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Mr.  Reason.  Then,  according  to  your  argument,  the  New  Testament  is  useless,  ii 
' ’ ' 1 to  make  Timothy  wise  unto  salvation.  What  a pity  it  was 

3,3  — ‘ ' now  that  man! 
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of  God,  and  thoroughly  furnish 
to  which  you 


as  the  Old  was  able 

the  Lord  and  his  angels,  while  John  was  on  the  Isle 
had  enough  Scripture  years  before,  or  in  the  days  of  Timothy’s  childhood ; it  would  have 
saved  them  the  trouble  of  revealing  that  lengthy  revelation  to  John,  and  saved  hir  ’’ 
trouble  of  writing  it,  and  saved  mankind  from  delusion  in  believing  it.  How  long 
Mr.  Seriptus,  since  you  made  the  important  discovery  that  all  the  Scriptures  given  since 
Timothy's  childhood  are  useless  ? 

Mr.  Seriptus.  I must  confess,  Mr.  Reason,  that  I never  thought  of  the  argument  which 
you  have  now  advanced ; and  I clearly  perceive  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  that  passage 
against  more  revelations  being  given  ; but  I think  that  vnu  must  be  convinced  hv  r),e  two 
following  passages  that  we  have  enough  to  perfect 
him  unto  all  good  works. 

Mr.  Reason.  I do  not  perceive,  Sir,  any  such  declaration  in  the  passages  to  wl 
refer.  It  does  not  say  that  enough  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  to  mane  uie 
man  of  God  perfect,  &c.,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  more;  but  it  says  that  “ all 
Scripture  is  given  &c.”  Leaving  the  man  of  God  to  be ’perfected  by  all  Scripture  which 
should  come  to  his  knowledge,  given  at  any  period  of  time : indeed,  as  a proof  that  more 
Scripture  was  given  after  Raul  wrote  this,  you  are  referred  to  that  given  on  the  Isle  ol  Pat- 
mos  many  years  afterwards. 

Mr.  Seriptus.  I perceive,  Neighbor  Reason,  thatyouhave  a happy  faculty  of  overturning 
my  arguments.  Your  reasons  are  so  very  plain  that  I cannot  withstand  their  force,  and 
only  marvel  at  the  weakness  of  my  own  arguments.  But  I have  one  more  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture left,  which  I think  is  so  pointed  and  definite  against  any  additional  Scripture,  that  it 
will  be  your  turn  next  to  yield  the  argument ; and  renounce  the  delusive  doctrine  of  more 
revelation.  It  will  be  found  in  the  last  chapter  of  John’s  Revelations.  I will  read  it,  “ For 
I testify  unto  every  man  that  heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book.  If  any  man 
shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this 
book.”  This,  I consider,  friend  Reason,  to  be  positive  proof  that  the  canon  of  Scripture 

Mr.  Reason.  Well,  Mr.  Seriptus,  as  you  have  fled  to  your  strong  hold  and  last  refuge, 
the  battering-ram  of  Reason  will  try  its  strength  upon  it,  by  asking  a few  questions.  Is 
there  anything  in  this  passage  which  you  have  just  read,  that  prohibits  God  from  adding 
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Mr.  Scriplus.  O no.  Il  is  “ man  ” who  is  under  restraint,  and  not  God. 

Mr.  Reason.  You  perceive,  then,  that  God  might  give  ten  thousand  more  revelations, 
for  aught  there  is  contained  in  that  passage. 

*'  " ’ " • 1 not  think  that  the  idea  is  there  indirectly  conveyed  that  God 


n as  early  as  the 


Mr.  Scriptus.  I 

Mr.  Reason.  Surely  not.  For  the  sa  . 

days  of  Moses,  saying  “ Thou  shalt  not  add  nor  diminish  to  the  words  which  I command 
you.”  Would  you  not  have  considered  the  children  of  Israel  very  foolish,  if  they  had  said 
to  Moses,  that  the  canon  of  Scripture  was  full  ? Yet  they  would  have  been  as  much  justi- 
fied in  drawing  the  conclusion  from  the  caution  given  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  as  we 
are  from  tho  book  of  John’s  prophecy,  (see  Deut.  iv : 2.) 

Mr.  Scriptus.  I perceive  the  strength  of  your  reasoning.  You  have  overturned  my 
strongest  hold ; and  I know  no  other  text  of  scripture  that  conveys  the  most  distant  idea 
that  the  volume  of  the  word  of  God  was  completed  by  the  Apostles. 

But  admitting  that  there  is  no  scriptural  evidence  against  receiving  more  revelation,  yet 
the  idea  of  receiving  the  book  of  Mormon,  or  any  thing  else,  as  revelation  without  proof  is 
ridiculous.  What  evidence  have  you  that  the  book  of  Mormon  is  a divine  revelation  ? 

Sir.  Reason.  I most  cordially  concur  with  you,  friend  Scriplus,  that  we  ought  not  to 
receive  anything  as  divine  revelation  without  evidence ; and,  if  I am  not  deceived,  I have 
as  much  evidence  in  favor  of  the  book  of  Mormon  as  you  have  of  the  New  Testament. 

‘ Mr.  Scriptus.  As  much  evidence  for  that  book  as  I have  for  the  New  Testament  ? I 
am  astonished  at  your  presumption  1 Why,  Sir,  look  at  the  great  miracles  which  were 
wrought  by  the  Savior  and  his  Apostles,  in  confirmation  of  their  mission  : miracles  too, 
wrought  publicly,  and  not  in  a corner : the  sick,  both  in  and  out  of  the  church,  were  healed. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  large  multitudes,  entirely  disinterested,  having  no  connection 
with  the  church. 

Mr.  Reason.  How  do  you  know,  friend  Scriptus,  that  miracles  were  wrought  in  confir- 
mation of  their  mission  ? Did  you  see  them  perform  miracles  with  your  own  eyes  ? Did 
you  hear  them  speak  in  new  tongues  with  your  own  ears  ? Did  you  ever  see  or  converse 
with  any  person  that  they  healed  1 Have  you  ever  seen  any  person  that  ever  saw  them  do 
miracles?  Or  have  you  even  read  the  testimony  of  one  disinterested  witness,  out  of  the 
church,  who  saw  them  perform  miracles?  If  not,  how  do  you  know  they  wrought  miracles  ? 

Mr.  Scriptus.  Why,  the  New  Testament  says  so. 

Mr.  Reason.  I think,  neighbor  Scriptus,  that  you  must  have  studied  logic  in  the  ancient 
schools  of  philosophy,  for  you  seem  to  understand  reasoning  in  a circle  to  perfection.  First 

Ssay  that  the  New  Testament  is  true,  because  miracles  were  wrought  because  the  New 
lament  says  so.  It  is  the  evidence  of  both  the,  book  and  its  miracles  that  is  now  called 
for.  Let  me  inform  you,  Sir,  that  you  have  only  the  testimony  of  six  eye  witnesses,  that 
there  were  miracles  wrought  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  viz.,  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  John, 
Paul,  and  Peter : and  they  were  all  in  the  church,  and  not  out  of  it.  It  is  upon  their  testi- 
mony alone  that  you  believe  it.  Not  a solitary  individual  that  was  an  eye-witness  either  in 
the  church  or  out  of  it,  except  those  six,  have  written  and  handed  down  their  testimony. 

Mr.  Scriplus.  What  1 Did  not  the  lame  man  who  sat  at  the  beautiful  gate  of  the  tem- 
ple, testify  that  he  was  healed  ? And  did  not  the  blind  man  who  received  sight,  testify  of 
it?  and  did  not  the  multitudes  who  saw  these  miracles  testify,  saying,  that  notable  miracles 
had  been  wrought  ? 

Mr.  Reason.  If  they  did  testify,  you  and  I never  saw  nor  read  their  testimony,  but  are 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  testimony  of  the  six  writers  afore  mentioned.  Luke,  who 
wrote  tho  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  testifies  that  the  lame  man  was  healed;  and  we  believe  it  on 
his  testimony  alone.  Luke  testifies  that  multitudes  saw  miracles,  but  the  multitudes  have 
informed  us  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  Scriptus.  Your  reasonings  seem  to  be  very  conclusive,  and  cannot  bo  overthrown. 
And  I frankly  acknowledge  that  I never  thought  of  these  things  in  this  light  before.  But, 
neighbor  Reason,  can  you  bring  forward  so  much  evidence  as  there  is  in  favor  of  the  New 
Testament,  that  is,  can  you  bring  forward  six  witnesses  in  your  church  who  will  testify  that 
they  have  seen  miracles  wrought  with  their  own  eyes  ? You  must.  Sir,  bring  forward  as 
much  as  six  witnesses  at  least,  in  order  that  the  book  of  Mormon  may  have  the  same  claims 
to  our  faith  that  the  New  Testament  has  so  far  as  miracles  are  evidence. 

Mr.  Reason.  I can  assure  you,  friend  Scriptus,  that  we  are  not  dependent  upon  tho  tes- 
timony of  six  witnesses  alone,  but  can  produce  more  than  sixty  thousand  who  have  seen 
miracles  wrought  with  their  own  eyes.  Multitudes  have  been  healed  by  the  prayer  of  faith 
in  the  name  of  Jesus,  both  in  the  church  and  out  of  it,  since  the  year  1830.  Thus  you  per- 
ceive that  wo  have  a great  cloud  of  living  witnesses.  Nowplease  take  your  pen,  Mr.  Sorip- 
tus,  and  write  out  the  evidences  on  this  sheet  of  paper  in  two  separate  columns,  and  compare 
them,  and  see  if  one  book  has  not  as  good  aclaim  upon  your  faith  as  the  other,  so  far  as  tho 
evidence  of  miracles  is  concerned. 
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COM  PARISON 
New  Testament  Evidence. 

Six  eye-witnesses  testify  in  their  writings 
that  miracles  were  wrought  itUheir  day.^ 

were  healed  in  the  Apostles’  days:  “,S 
depends  on  the  testimony  of  the  six. 

The  six  witnesses  of  the  New  Testament 
aro  dead,  and  gone  where  we  cannot 
oross-examine  their  testimony. 

No  oye-wi e .e  _ .1  1.  1 


f miracles  in  the  Apostles’  days. 

Mr.  Scriptus.  I find,  friend  Ucason, 
ty  neighbor  Tradition,  to  judge  of  thing: 


>F  EVIDENCE. 

Book  of  Mormon  evidence. 

Sixty  thousand  eye-witnesses  testify  that 
miracles  are  wrought  in  these  days. 

Thousands  of  witnesses  tell  us  that  they 
have  been  healed  in  these  days ; it  does  not 
depend  upon  second-hand  testimony. 

The  tens  of  thousands  of  witnesses  to  the 
Book  of  Mormon  are  living,  and  their  testi- 
mony can  be  re-examined. 

te  truth  have  seen^and  do  testify  that  miracles  are 
rought  i:t  these  days. 

it  I have  been  too  much  under  the  influence  of 
wording  to  reason,  and  shall  henceforth  endea- 
vor to  snuu  ms  company,  ana  snail  esieein  it  os  a great  favor,  if  you  will  permit  me  to 
associate  more  frequently  with  you,  for  lam  highly  delighted  with  the  soundness  of  the 
reasons  you  have  advanced,  and  think  that  you  have  honorably  extricated  yourself  from  the 
charge  of  delusion. 

Mr.  Tradition,  who  had  attentively  listened  to  the  conversation,  became  very  much 
excited  on  hearing  himself  so  lightly  spoken  of,  and  abruptly  left  the  room,  muttering  the 
following  soliloquy:  My  old  friends,  Ucason  and  Scriptus,  have  both  forsaken  me  and 
treated  me  with  contempt.  But  I don’t  care.  Whatever  my  fathers  believed  I will  believe 
loo;  for  my  great-grandfather,  Mr.  Heathen  Tradition,  was  highly  respected  by  millions,  and 
died  a happy  martyr  in  testimony  of  our  cause;  and  my  grandmother,  Mrs.  Roman  Catholic, 
and  iny  own  dear  mother,  Mrs.  Protestant,  withall  of  her  numerous  descendants,  have  been 
most  inflexible  in  the  fate  of  their  fathers.  And  of  all  the  tradition  family  but  a very  few 
apostatise,  and  they  arc  generally  led  away  by  the  unpopular  Reason  and  Scriptus  families. 

Latter-day  Saint  Meetings  are  held  as  follows : — 


Sundays,  at  a.m.,  ' p.m.1,  and  evening. 

Mondays,  „ „ ' „ 

Tuesdays,  ' ’ „ „ 

Wednesdays,  „ » „ 

Thursdays,  „ . . „ » 

Fridays,  „ „ 

Saturdays,  „ „ „ * 

The  following  pamphlets  are  now  on  hand,  and  may  he  obtained  from 
our  preachers: — History  of  the  discovery  of  the  Hook  of  Mormon, — 
Proclamation, — History  of  the  Persecution, — Reply  to  1 Shall  we 
believe  in  Mormon  V’- — Hymn-Book. 

A large  supply  of  Books  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  &c., 
&c.,  &c.,  is  expected  from  England  soon. 

Should  this  Tract  come  to  the  notice  of  any  of  the  saints  scattered 
abroad  in  the  British  Colonies  of  Australasia,  they  will  confer  a favor 
on  the  undersigned  if  they  will  communicate  with  him  either  personally 
or  by  letter. 

C.  W.  WANDELL, 

President  of  the  Mission. 

No.  66,  Pitt-street, 

Sydney,  July  4th,  1852. 


